NWT Arts Council Screenplay SAMPLE Project Proposal

What is the purpose/goal of the project?

The purpose of this project is to develop my screenplay “_______”, and submit this work to a Canadian film production company.  My personal goal for the project is to learn from the process as I further develop my voice as an author and playwright.

What do I intend to do?

“_______” is a story about people and their relationships in the context of small-community life in Canada’s rugged Northwest Territories.  My earlier writing on this subject was a fictional narrative, through parables told in short-story form from the point-of-view of a community elder.  

The visual imagery that is evoked by these stories lends itself to a cinematic scope, which can show the contrasts and nuances of the northern environment and the characters who inhabit this land.

With the help of a professional story editor, I plan to develop my writing further to take advantage of a visual medium, so that the core elements of each tale are portrayed boldly and larger-than-life.

I expect to write two drafts of the screenplay over four months of full-time work on this project.

First Draft

Three phases will be used in the writing process for the first draft of “_______”.

The first phase will adopt my narrative work and use a technique of re-building the stories completely with pictures based on the text.  This process will allow an examination of the visual story elements and their suitability for film.  

The second phase of this draft will involve selecting text from the original narrative and adapting it as a film script.  By this approach, the characters’ narrated activities will become action-driven story lines.

The third phase will combine complementary elements of the text and visual narrative into a cohesive screenplay.  The completed draft will be submitted to a professional story editor for input.

Second Draft

Work on the second draft will be in cooperation with a story editor.  He or she will read and respond to the first draft, providing editorial comment on story structure and making suggestions for dramatic clarity.

From this consultation, I will address any problems discovered and submit for a second editorial review.  Finally, I will re-write the second draft as a screenplay for submission to a film development company.  
