Historic Places, People and Events: Project -based
Learning

There is substantial research demonstrating that students learn best and are engaged best
when the topics they study have meaning to them and an authentic audience with whom

to share their knowlege. In northern classrooms we have increasing anecdotal evidence

of this as well.

The foll owing essay will describe what proje
to teach at least some of the curriculum we are responsible for as teachegk thraect
based | earning. This is not an O6extrabd or a

classrooms, rather it is a technique used to teach much of the curricular we are
responsible for. Several examples of project based learning are gioan [See also
the Curriculum section of this sit® see how the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage
C e n t reseudcss (on site and oline) are linked to specific learning outcomes from
Social StudiesDene Kede, Inuuqgatigiitforthern Studies, and Language Arts
curriculum at a variety of grade levels.

What i s -Wps®delceaarni ngod?

Projectbased learning, sometimes called ingtbgased learning or problebased

|l earning, i s fia process where students are |
investigate widely and then build new understanding, meanings and knowledge. That

knowledge is new to the students and may be used to answer a question, to develop a

solution or to support a position or point of view. The knowledge is usually presented to

others and may result in some sort of actfon.

Il n this setting, teachers act more as facild:i
to help frame worthwhile questions, to assist in where and how to find out the answers to
students questions, pwovide clear guidelines and in assessment. People who believe in

project based learning state that this type of learning helps to prepare students for the real
workplace.

Examples of projeebased learning could be;
e Toinvestigatesomething of interesb them (what was the justice system like in
the north prior to the coming of Europeans and the RCMP) and to link it to why
and how it might be i mportant to under st :
e Tosolve a problenfhow can a community school set ing tboeverage container
recycling program and run it as a business where profits benefit school groups?)

Y Focus on Inquiry: A Teacher s Gui de -basedLearpihggethe€mwniinfRghtbfnqui ry
Alberta as represented by the Minister of Learning, Albertariieg and Teaching Resources Branch,
Edmonton Alberta, 200ttp://www.education.alberta.ca/media/313361/focusoninquiry.pdf



e To help their communitynake a decisianwhich heritage sites in our
community should be included on a walking tour?).

Effective projectbased learningxamples go beyond studying a topic as a researcher.
They include arauthentic audiencerhich means that the information students find needs
to be communicated with someone outside their classroom. The students need to be
involved in the selection of ¢htopics, the methods of gathering the information and the
audience with whom they intend to share their work.

Why do project -based learning? :

Projectbasedearning is a dynamic approach to teaching in which students explore real
world problemsissuesand challengesAccording to some of those who have experience
with this approacistudents are inspired to obtain a deeper knowledge of the subjects
they're studyingSome esearch also indicates that students are more likely to retain the
knowledge gainethrough this approach far more readily than through traditional
textbookcentered learning. In addition, students develop confidence arntireelfion as
they move through both teabased and independent wérk.

For example, student Stacey Macdonaldte/tbe following after studying her land claim
history,

| saw in myself and my classmates our huge desire to be inspired by strong pasts

and strong people: we need to sing for our leaders; dance for our

accomplishments; and take courage from our lossedewrn from all of it,

become wiser because of it and gain hope because of it. Only when we understood

how much web6d survived were we able to fi
our country®

According to Jane Davfdonly a few studies have properheasured the effects of

project based | earning on student achi evemen
the projectbased learning schools significantly outperformed the traditional school
students in mathematics skills as well as conceptualamlai ed knowl edgeo. C

studies showed that project based learning models reduce anxiety and resulted in more
positive attitudes towards learning but she also states that much of this research lacks
comparisons with other method3ane Davidutlined sane of the challenges of

implementing this practice in the classroom including length of class time, ability of the
teacher to manage the multiple activities happening in the classroom, access to computers
and high speed internet and collaboration withethwhich can make it challenging in

remote communities. However, Jane David does state that when {agect learning is

fully realized it can improve student learning.

2 GLEF .George Lucas Educational Foundati#001). Projectbased learning researckdutopia online
http://www.edutopia.org/keyword/projebased+learning

3 Macdonald, S(2008)taking the Claim Entheos productions,
“ David, Jane L.(2008.What Research Says About ProjBased LearningEduational Leadership,
February



http://www.edutopia.org/keyword/project-based+learning

Project -Based Learning and Benchmarks for Historical Thinking:

Peter Seixafor the Centre For the Study of Historical Consciousness at UBC discusses

the i mportance of O6historical thinkingd to e
historical facts, but that students are able to learn meaningfully and make connections

between whithey are learning and their own live€specially during the selection of

project topics, Seixasd work would encour g
several filters or Obenchmarksd. Using thes
the skills important to social studies learning, and will help the projects they build be

powerful and meaningful to thefhe six Benchmarks are:

e Establish historical significance (why should we care about certain events today),

e Use primary source evidea (how to find, select, contextualize, and interpret
sources for a historical argument),

e |dentify continuity and change (what has changed and what has remained the
same over time)

¢ Analyze cause and consequence (how and why certain conditions and actions |

to others)

e Take historical perspectives (understanding the past with its different social,
cultural, intellectual, and even emoti ona
actions),

e Understand the moral dimension of historical interpretations (whatis done
today about the legacy of Aboriginal residential schools?)

When researching a project that theydve chos
above checklist to increase the learning potential of your students.

Ensure you find Authentic  Audiences

In any weltdesigned project based experience there is a relevant purpose for the work.

We all invest our energies more when we understand and value the purpose in what we

are doing. l n, 6 Teac hi®shgsafsshatederttsitom bfterd by Re g
see writing as a O0school thingdé and typical
seconegrade work. However, when told that their persuasive letters were actually going

to be mailed, or their project research on reducing carbdprfots would be presented

® Seixas, Pete2006. Benchmarks of Historical Thinking: A Framework for Assessment in Canada
Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness, UBC,

6 Routman, Regig2008.Teaching Essentials. Expecting the Masd Getting the Best from Every Learner8K
Reed Elsevier,




to the school board or their plays would be performed at the school assembly, they are
much more likely to take it seriously and to put in their best effort. The power of having
an Oauthentic audi en ciaBLAc cusiculainthe N\VTeapwel. muc h e x

Suggestions for Authentic Audiences:

1. PodcastingMany students are technologically capable. When they are finished
their research, have them put it together as a podcast. Their eyes will light up
when they learthear schoolwork can be heard in Apple iTunes, the program that
allows them to compile their favorite artists' music.

Blogs, Youtube, Facdook and other social networks.

Historical Fairs and Science Fairs.

Letter to the editor in the paper regarding sonmgthiney care about.

Heritage Committees (see Mildred Hall Mappers below).

Amazon (vww.amazon.comto write for a review of a book they just read.

A range of Wikisincluding
http://www.northernblue.ca/OP/index.php/Welcome_to_the_Encycloportal

When on this site look to the bottom of the page once at Encycloportal and you
will see:

NooakwnN

MyCanada
MySchool

These wiki spaces will be a place wlstudents can begin to make their

community known to the wordill imagine the crosgenerational; geographic;
demographic; photographic; Anarrativeo (i
of such as sité.

Thefollowing examples of project based leargandarejust the beginning of what is
possible. They are included here to share what is possible at different grade levels and
through different subjects and how the materials available in the Prince of Wales
Northern Heritage Centre can support thajqmut.
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Examples of Project -based Learning in the NWT:

1. Historica Fair Projects (appropriate for Grade 2-9, Social StudiesDene Kede,
Inuugatigiit and ELA):

The Historica Fairs in the NWT are coordinated by the NWT Heritage Fairs Santbty
provided an excedint authentic audience so are ideal for project based learhiig
volutneerbased organizatiors idedicated to encourageing yoyepple in the NWT to

explore and share the histories of their family or community, as well as the heritage of the
people ad places of the Northwest Territesi The opporutjnity to take part in a

Hi storica fair is enriched when students

Historica Fair Projects encourage students to develop good research skills usiatya va

of sources. Projects are inteneded to encourage students to pursue topics that have a
meaningful connection to their lives. Research that goes beyond the use of books and the
Internet is encouraged, andstikind of research may invovi#her skils such as

interviewing, collecting artifacts, photography, &tc.

Other than their family and community resources, the Prince of Wales Heritage Centre
collection is an ideal place for students to research their projects. This applies for
students outskl of the capital as well as many of the resources are on lidenfzch

more is being made available).

Because the projects are entered into a fair which is judged by the school, commuinty,
regional, territorial or national level there is an authenticeangg for students to
communicate their project findings.

8 Information onHistorica Fairobtained from
http://pwnhc.learnnet.nt.@@ach/historica/downloads/Document_ ENG_Oct6_2008.pdf


http://www.edutopia.org/keyword/project-based+learning
http://www.edutopia.org/keyword/project-based+learning

Examples of projects and how the PWNHC could supplement the topic.

Caribou

Rebecca Sewi from Deline did a project callg
Cariboy for the 20042005 school yearThe
PWNHC has many artifacts such as caribou
skin bags, dolls made from l@cnd drums jusi
to name a few. The collection could assist &
student in studying the history of using carib
for tools, food and clothing.

Isabelle Menacho is from Jean Marie River
and her project titled Girls Early Education
The PWNHC has artifacts assist Isabelle on
in her project including menstrual tubes usec
by the Tlicho.

Tyl er Heal s @hedimesjBehmd
the Signgyave the history behind the street
signs in Yellowknife.He researched o
and/orwhat the streets were nadafter and
why. This project could be repeated for any
community that has named their streets and
those that have not students could research
names of their community buildings. The
archivescould have been used to enrich this
project.




2. The Mildred Hall School Mappers(Grades 68, SocialStudies, ELA and Science):

Goal of the Mapping Project: Theé Hi st or i c al Pl aces I nitiative
Yellowknife Heritage Committeehich had a goal to encourage students to be involved

in and learn about the history of Yellowknifehe studentsvere provided with digital

cameras and GPS units to use around the city to take pictures and record what they

considered to be historic places of interest. The collected dathen incorporated into

thecities reritage map.

Background onprevious project at Mildred Hall : In 20062007 Carson &ftsgard

completed a project with his class in which the students worked with a biologist from the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources. The entire class worked together on
different components of treame project. Togethérey completed a long term snow
monitoring study with a final report. While the majority of students enjoyed that project
Carson felt that because not everyonehdidvould try something differentHe wanted

to work with studentsvho were interested. In 20008rather than working with one
particular class he invited students from Grad&4® participate in the project. Many
students came out for the initial meeting and from those they had a core group of students
to work with. The project still happened during school hours but students could leave
their regular classroom to participate. All teachers had to give permission before the
project could beginKim Hopkins, the Assistant Principal and Rhonda Buckland, a

parent volinteer, also helped with the projediogether they set a schedule so that

students knew ahead of time when and where they were to be so that they did not miss
too much of any one particular subject area.

Process:The first thing the group did was havenaeting of interested students. The

teachers described the projexthe group Students then decided if they wanted to

continue to participatelt was a funded project from a proposal that was written to the

heritage committee so the students didpasticipate in designing the projederom this

initial meeting students knew if they were still interested. The teachers did not pressure

them to participate and felt that this was a
a certain job or actity until you try it.

Next the students needed to learn how to use the tools necessary to complete the project.
They were trained on how to use a digital camera, a GPS, how to download their
information into a computer, how to use the laptop and howlateeis used to make

maps.

Once they were trained the studesmsl teachers went on tours around the city with their

cameras and GPS units. Students took pictures of the things they were interested in

learning about and of things they felt had histagil si gni fi cance such as
first bank and the old snake house.



Yellowknife’s first bank

A roof constructed of smail timbers

An oid building in Yellowknife’s Oidtown

Snake House is said to be haunted

To report their findings the students decided to write a book tiled, Eyes In this

book they share how they now have édnew eyesa?o
students had the idea to have the book split into two sidesieAEegining of the book,

the students explained;

The left hand pages tell the fictional story of a girl named Kennedy who has a unique
experience wi t hOuiyneinthara k e trifbbach in tinge &edps her to
gain a new perspective on how the city grew through its history as a home to the Dene
people, to a bustling gold rush town, to the modernwegysedoday. Kennedy learns an
appreciation for her surroundings by seeiits early beginnings

The collection of images and captions on the right side of each page represent the shared
experiences of a group of Mildred Hall students who completed a heritage project on

Yell owkni febds history. MididHall Schoabdse rHtes i tt haagte we
Mapping,group had a very similar experience to our main character, Kennedy. They

gained an awareness of the history of the heritage sites they visited and recorded this

with the help of GPS technology. It was a perspectitering experience for all

involved.



Example of the left and right hand side of théook:

Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Center
ocross Frome Loke

Monument to miners who hove ded.

Pecel ohgueags ond Pecized thed , M, book waTit thofbod. So She rem desper infa the book,
Then something strange happened.

The students used the GPS and entered the exact location in Yellowknife of each of the
historical places they selected. After all sites were ssleantd recorded they went and
worked with the geomatics technician with the city of Yellowknife. He showed them
how to download their data to produce maps such as the one below.

The red dot#ndicate sites and
names recorded by the studen
on the GPS.

Each of the sites they recorded were used by the historical sites tteentmiupdate their
maps for tourists and Yellowknifers that want to do a tour of the historical places. This is
an excellent example of project based learning with an authentic audience.

Studentsalso learned many other skills throughout the projedtding improved
communication skills, how to work and get along in a group and complete a project as a
team.



